Reversible hemianopsia caused by mechanical compression of the visual pathway by the dilated draining vein of an arteriovenous malformation--case report.
A 41-year-old woman presented with progressive hemianopsia caused by compression of the lateral geniculate body by the dilated basal vein draining a contralateral frontal arteriovenous malformation (AVM). Magnetic resonance (MR) imaging revealed left frontal AVM and right lateral geniculate body compression due to the dilated basal vein. Emergent presurgical transarterial embolization and surgical removal were performed. Left hemianopsia completely recovered 3 months after surgery and MR imaging indicated improvement of the compression of the lateral geniculate body. Direct mechanical compression of the enlarged drainage vein is one of the causes of homonymous hemianopsia. Early surgical treatment is recommended to obtain a rapid recovery.